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GENERAL BUELL AT HUNTSVILLB.

GENEEAL BUELL arrived at Huntsville on the
29th of June, 1862. Mitchel's army of some eigh-
teen thousand men had held the country north of'the
Tennessee River for several months, and with the
addition of General Buell's army there was sufficient
force to at least occupy and hold the region about
Chattanooga, Cleveland, and Dalton. General Buell
brought his maps to Mitchel's headquarters, a pine
table was placed under a tree, and the two sat down
to discuss the situation. The troops at hand, trans-
portation, bridges, the field of operation, were all
conned over for three or four hours by the two com-
manders, the one having the full power for decision,
the other being simply adviser. General Buell was
as usual uncommunicative. General Mitchel, if he
saw a point of vantage or weakness, could no more
have refrained from calling General Buell's atten-
tion to it than he could sit down and wait for the
war to. be over. At last General Buell folded up
his niaps and withdrew, without^any decision being
reached.

The next day the consultation was renewed at
General Buell's headquarters, and the next, for three
successive days. On the results of the interview
hung activity or delay, and on these hung either
success or disaster. From the beginning General should go to General McClellan. It would also
